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History is not one of them.    The main use of it is to
practise the understanding in pronouncing judgments.
In teaching children we should try gradually to join
together 'know and can,' knowledge with practical power.
Of all sciences mathematics is the best for this purpose.
We should also join together knowledge and speech.
This is done by teaching eloquence and fluency. But
the child must learn to distinguish knowing from thinking
or believing.* By this means we shall form a right under-
standing and a right if not a refined or delicate taste.
Moral training depends not on discipline but on
maxims. All is spoilt if we base it on threats or
punishments. Children must accustom themselves to act
according to certain rules. If a child tells a lie do not
punish him, treat him with contempt; tell him that he
will not be believed in future. If you punish a child
when he does ill, and reward him when he does well, he
acts not for the good or the evil, but for the reward.
Morality is something so holy and so elevated that we
must not throw it away and place it in the same rank
with discipline. The first duty of moral education is to
form the character, and character consists in a readiness
to act according to maxims. Maxims are subjective
laws springing from the understanding of men. If you
wish your children to have character, they must be
accustomed to act by rule. Men who do not act by rules
cannot be depended upon.
The most important thing for a child's character,
especially a school child's, is obedience. This is twofold :
referring either to the absolute, or to the sensible and. well-
mnderstdod will of a teacher. Absolute obedience comes
from compulsion, relative from free-will and confidence.
This last is much the best. Still children must in some
general matters show an absolute obedience. The teacher

